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s The City of Pacific Grove is in the process of preparing a Shoreline 
Management Plan (SMP). The plan will examine ways to provide long-term 
protection from coastal erosion and sea-level rise to public infrastructure and 
public access along the city’s shoreline. At the same time, the SMP will consider 
impacts to other recreational opportunities, private property, wildlife habitat 
and cultural resources, among other features. 

As part of the planning process for the SMP, the city conducted a series of 
public outreach and engagement activities between October 2018 and February 
2019. The purpose of the outreach was to hear the community’s vision for the 
shoreline and the public’s differing perspectives on the issue of coastal erosion. 
More specifically, the city sought input on issues and locations of concern and 
on ideas and suggestions for managing the impacts of erosion and other coastal 
processes. This input will be one of several important sources of information 
that the city and its consultants will use to develop recommendations for long-
term management strategies and alternatives to protect the shoreline’s 
resources. 

This document contains the appendices to a report summarizing the recent 
public outreach and engagement effort. The appendices list the nearly 600 
comments received from the public as part of this effort. Appendices 1‒4 list 
comments received through an online survey; Appendices 5‒8 list comments 
received through an interactive “pinnable” map; Appendix 9 lists comments 
made orally or in writing in response to a policy trade-offs exercise conducted 
at a community open house for the project; and Appendix 10 lists comments 
received through the project website. The comments have not been edited for 
spelling or grammar. Non-substantive comments (for example, “Don’t know” 
or “Thank you”) have not been included. 
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Appendix 1   | Survey question #2 
“Why do you visit the shoreline in P.G.?” (responses to “Other;” 76 responses) 

1. to walk without a dog 
2. Beach parties 
3. To enjoy the serenity and majesty of our piece of 

paradise! 
4. To eat at the beloved Lovers Point Grill. To practice 

mindful meditation. 
5. To walk the trail 
6. I live there! 
7. pulling weeds to maintain ground cover 
8. WE LIVE THERE 
9. My dog and I are on the Rec Trail every day. No 

matter what may be troubling me, this walk lifts my 
heart and sends me home renewed.  

10. Photography and trash pick-up 
11. To surf 
12. We take near daily walks along the front. We love to 

birdwatch or watch the surfers. We look for whales 
and dolphins, or just to watch the waves. We are so 
impressed with the accessibility to the waterfront. 

13. Also, for sporting events (Big Sur Half Marathon, 
Love for Run, PG Triathlon, etc.). As well as surfing 
and SUP. **I also have friends that scuba, free dive 
and spear fish.** 

14. To pick up liter 
15. Peace, meditate, be with the healing of nature on the 

rocks by the ocean 
16. Surf 
17. To walk the Trail 
18. I live in Pacific Grove, 4 blocks from the rec trail.  It is 

my home and I plan to stay. 
19. To eat lunch.  
20. Because it’s one of the most beautiful places in the 

world.  
21. To teach my kids about environmental impact issues 
22. Walk every day along shoreline 
23. scenic drive along the coast when I have the time 
24. Watch the sun rise, the moon rise, breathe fresh air 
25. I walk the shoreline daily. 
26. To show locals how amazing it is.  
27. I own a home in the dunes colony and it's wonderful 

to enjoy it's beauty daily 
28. sit by ocean and play my guitar 
29. Eat at the Grill at Lover's Point 
30. To walk along the shore without a dog.  
31. I live on Oceanview Blvd and enjoy the Bay and 

shoreline. 
32. We live across from Lucas Point 
33. I live on Ocean View. 
34. I also live on Ocean View 

35. I live on Ocean View. 
36. For mental peace and replenishment 
37. Beach clean-up.  
38. Beach cleanup, annual weeding, support local events 

(races). 
39. To go to the store and other errands.  
40. To take my dog to Asilomar 
41. Volunteer for BayNet 
42. lol @ the low key advertising for the Beach house... 
43. Let my children run/play 
44. To bring my child to explore the coastal habitat 
45. To see what the bay is doing—tides, surf, swells, etc. 
46. Photography, exercise 
47. Walk 
48. I volunteer for the city and pick up litter and cigarette 

butts several times per week. 
49. birding, whale watching, picnicing 
50. I live across the street. 
51. To take a survey for our town prompted by a 

beautiful post card we received in the mail! 
52. Have home in PG 
53. Please consider bikers, and add to the Coastal Trail 

through PG.  
54. When our son was young, we often took him to the 

rocky coast near the tide pools. 
55. To meditate and to notice/witness changes in the 

coastal area over time. 
56. To Take Pictures 
57. My family house is in PG, ancestors lived there 
58. SCUBA diving access 
59. To work for as a Naturalist for  BayNet 

(NOAA/Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary). 
60. I live here. It's where the road goes. 
61. To sit on a bench and enjoy the view 
62. To eat at the Grill at Lover's Point 
63. Photograph the shoreline and wild life 
64. Wait for a chair to open at Phil's Barbershop.   
65. Homeschool children, do homework/write 
66. As a Marine Biologist, I like to visit the intertidal to 

examine the community and see how things are 
going. 

67. To surf 
68. Read, do watercolor painting, just to be quiet and 

relax. 
69. To take my mother-in-law for a ride so she can see the 

views 
70. Take pictures 
71. to enjoy the natural beauty of our shoreline 
72. Live across from Ocean View Blvd. 
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73. I live on Ocean View, walk often on the trail, enjoy 
the view daily, monitor Black Oystercatchers. 

74. To monitor for a citizen science project. With regard 
to question #1, I walk on the coast every day, on 
various different stretches. 

75. I'm a marine biologist and often go into the intertidal 
with students.  

76. surfing. 
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Appendix 2   | Survey question #3 
“Below is a list of issues that can affect shoreline areas. To what extent are they a concern to 
you regarding P.G.'s shoreline?” (responses to “Other;” 62 responses) 

1. overbuilding along the coast with houses that are not 
occupied by residents--the commercialization of the 
coast and community.  

2. More signs so walkers know to keep out of the bicycle 
pathway 

3. Litter and animal waste is found absolutely 
everywhere and all the time. Very poor image for our 
visitors/tourists. 

4. Drones, bikes where they’re not allowed, people 
relieving themselves in wooded areas  

5. lack of continuous bike lane 
6. Vehicles that are housing transients parked all day on 

the coast, and RV's! 
7. Although ice plant is not native it stops erosion, keeps 

dust down, and deters weeds. I'm concerned with the 
wholesale killing of ice plant. A selective culling 
would be better. Plus, it's lovely, and there has been 
ice plant in this area my whole life. How long does a 
person or thing need to live here before it is accepted 
as "local" and worthwhile? 

8. Protecting the black oystercatcher. 
9. Many years ago a coastal plan included changing 

Ocean View Blvd. so that there would be no parking 
on the ocean side of the street and instead have a bike 
lane.  A loud petition and outcry from the 
neighborhood stopped this idea.  Our major concern 
was that a the parking would be all oncentrated right 
in front of our houses. On busy weekends it would be 
overwhelming and change the character of our 
neighborhood and city. 

10. When trees are cut for a view and the birds have 
limited natural nesting  

11. Litter! Over filled trash cans. Trash on streets and in 
gutters. Recyclables in trash and visa versa 

12. Native flora and fauna disturbances  
13. Campers parking and dropping their trash in street 
14. Bikes on trail where they don’t belong 
15. I have 2 concerns, - motorized bikes & segways on the 

rec trail & weeds choking out the pink carpet & ice 
plants. 

16. Please don't put any lights up like Monterey did. 
Ruins the vibe at night. 

17. People feeding wildlife 
18. Why doesn’t PG use other California coastal 

communities or Oregon shoreline preservation plans 
as guide to developing PG plan. These communities 
face the same issues as PG. 

19. Speeding cars, bicyclists going way too fast, 

20. Erosion of walking paths along ocean require visitors 
to walk in street along Ocean View Bivd. Accident 
waiting to happen. 

21. Lack of sea wall or other protection to maintain paths 
and / or roads. 

22. Weekends and vacation time are when most 
crowding happens 

23. lack of extended bike lane 
24. lol @ all the old people who think ice plant is a native 

plant. 
25. too much litter 
26. I noticed when the high waves closed the parking 

areas for safety concerns, cars were literally parking 
everywhere!  On vegetation, on the bike path, etc; in 
order to take pictures, etc.  So many drivers did not 
appear to care where or how they parked! 

27. Also concerned about ice plant along the path pulling 
the coast down--invasive non-native. 

28. unclear what user conflicts mean 
29. Excess garbage on holidays and more popular days. 

Garbage cans get full and overflow, especially near 
areas people tend to picnic. I think a couple of more 
containers in those areas would help, plus extra 
pickups on high tourist days.  

30. Overgrowth of the weeds and the larger native 
vegetation, and lack of water and support for the 
iceplant in Perkins Park is a huge problem, and my 
second biggest concern besides erosion. 

31. RV and large vehicle parking overnight 
32. Mant too many STRs across and at shoreline. They are 

all priced out of the rnost for most visitors and raise 
home prices for residents who will be stewards for 
the area 

33. I have observed many dogs off leash, especially on 
the beaches. Frequently pet waste is seen along the 
trails. The increase in tourism has brought increased 
litter, cigarette butts, fast food wrappers, plastic 
bottles and plastic debris. 

34. I have observed an increase in litter along the 
shoreline in the thirty years I have been picking up 
trash. Notably there has been an increase in cigarette 
butts, alcohol containers, plastic debris and fast food 
wrappers. Dogs off leash are more common as is pet 
waste. Some areas along the coast are full of peanut 
and nut shells from people feeding wildlife. 

35. Parking near the high school during any weekend 
and taking an electric tram or trolley for free would 
help our city traffic and accidents may be lowered by 
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out-of-towners who do silly, unthinkable driving 
once they enter our area. Would they drive like that in 
their own areas? It’s silly! The trolleys would cut 
down on noise in the area and help the police also.  

36. There needs to be a margin between the ocean and 
people; to highlight the ocean's beauty, protect homes 
and to promote multiple recreational uses. 

37. People feeding wildlife! 
38. The deterioration of the purple ice plant by invasive 

weeds is very disappointing. 
39. Bikes on walking trail. Smokers and cigarette butts 
40. In some  areas, not enough room for both pedestrians 

and bikes. 
41. Bikers moving too fast and riding aggressively. 
42. "people or pets" question listed twice. Intentional? 
43. Nearby parking for shoreline access, especially 

SCUBA diving 
44. Bikers speed along the trails which must be shared 

with walkers. It is a dangerous combination. Often I 
warn out if town people to beware of the speeding 
bikers. 

45. Remove all South African plantings and replace with 
native species 

46. The city needs to start planning how it will deal with 
the "private property" issue. Owners will be looking 
for somebody to sue for letting the ocean into their 
houses. Experience shows they will hang on till their 
bungalows literally slip beneath the waves. 

47. Parking is overcrowded around Lover's Point, and 
from Lover's Point to the Aquarium, plus Asilomar. 
The other areas are mostly impacted during higher 
traffic times.  

48. Weeds and poor condition of the ice plant  
49. Many violations observed, very minimal if any 

response from so-called local law enforcement and/or 
wildlife first responders. Many ignorant visitors 
consider feeding all wildlife to be an appropriate and 
entirely legal action. 

50. Overcrowding of poorly maintained sections near 
Lovers Point and Point Pinos is a serious issue to their 
long term survival.  

51. People or pets disturbing cultural sites 
52. Drones disturbing wildlife. People feeding birds and 

squirrels.  
53. I would like to see some policing of people who ride 

bikes on the dirt path along the ocean.  
54. My biggest concern is the erosion of the trail from 

storms and runoff. 
55. I wish we could remove some of the unsightly aloe 

plants.  I understand about the erosion issue, but they 
are really taking over in places.  

56. Lack of adequate restroom facilities all along the 
shoreline  

57. Too many "functions" that close off the area to the 
general public 

58. Dogs and traffic are a big concern. Every day I see 
People unleash pets and they run off path. 

59. Electric bicycles and Segways going too fast. 
60. Overcrowding is an issue for me in terms of the 

City's/Coastal Commission's failure to protect wildlife 
habitat from disturbance or overuse by humans. With 
regard to SLR and coastal erosion, I'm particularly 
concerned about the City's armoring response. An 
important consideration for biking on our shoreline is 
to slow down the traffic to a 15 mph speed limit, not 
only for travel on the road, but also for accessing the 
parking turnouts. Bike riders often experience near 
misses. Immediately west of the photo on this page, at 
the foot of Sea Palm, there is poison oak growing 
through the fence where people can brush against it 
above the beach. 

61. Perpetuation of exotic and invasive plants as opposed 
to preserving and restoring native plant species 

62. People using vegetation (large aloe) as cover to 
relieve themselves causing unsafe conditions for 
families, particularly children playing. 
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Appendix 3   | Survey question #4 
“Of the items on this list, which would you like to see more of, less of or about the same along P.G.'s 
shoreline?” (responses to “Other;” 65 responses) 

1. Seawalls help to protect the shoreline, but should 
only be used where necessary.  Move people and 
trails back away from shoreline to prevent accidents. 

2. More monitoring, warning and ticketing of motorized 
vehicles (electric rental bikes) on the walking/cycling 
trail 

3. I strongly support maintaining Perkins Park and its 
amazing "magic carpet" of spring flowering ice plant 
that makes our coastline unique in the world. 

4. Recognizing that art is in the eye of the beholder, let's 
try and not do any more anthropomorphized whales 
in pastel colors.  

5. Parking of all vehicles in lots on ocean side should be 
curtailed. Large RVs and buses should be banned. A 
huge contributor to coastal erosion and shoreline 
degradation. 

6. It’s important to maintain existing sea walls to stave 
off coastal erosion as along as we can. Also, magic 
carpet and other plants that aren’t necessarily native 
add beauty and help stabilize coastal bluffs. 

7. More public bathrooms, please - families, older folks, 
visitors and locals, all need bathrooms.  

8. I believe the views are art enough and that public art 
(and an overabundance of interpretive signs) get in 
the way of these views. 

9. remove parking on seaward side of Oceanview 
10. Save Perkins Park and the Magic Carpet!!! 
11. We would like to see better management of the 

ground squirrels which are destroying vegetation and 
probably contributing to the erosion of the shore.  
Also, the overall maintenance and management of the 
vegetation seems like it could be improved.  Perkins 
Park, for example, deserves the on-going input of 
professional botanists and more resources devoted to 
commercial-quality landscaping maintenance and 
replanting. I wonder if a non-profit foundation could 
be created specifically for the maintenance of PG's 
shoreline parks and trails? 

12. High sea and storm buffers ("sea walls and 
armoring") if they are tasteful. More areas where wild 
life can be viewed but not disturbed. Selective 
landscaping using native plants, but less destruction 
of ice plant. 

13. Sea walls if needed. Want sea life protection 
expanded. 

14. The Pink Carpet is most important for our 
visitors...keeping up work on the weeds is important 

15. Maintaining the public walkway is extremely 
important. It is so rare to find. Eliminating non-native 
plants does not always help with erosion.  

16. There seems to be enough benches for now. Public art 
should be on nature themes and not kitschy.  

17. We need to be vigilant and watchful of erosion.  For a 
first time last years I saw a splash from a wave hit the 
bench across from my house, 861 Ocean View. 

18. More trash cans. While the number of trash cans is 
good, people seem to need them every 50 feet or the 
candy wrapper is on the ground. If there were more, 
perhaps they could be emptied less frequently or on 
rotation so there isn't more work required. Porous 
concrete on the walk ways and gutters to filter the 
water before it enters the bay and to water deeply the 
tree roots. 

19. More trash receptacles  
20. Consider vertical land motion.  It is raising up this 

area as the Pacific Plate is going under the North 
American Plate 

21. Signs that there is no biking on walking path 
22. I know the magic carpet isn’t native but I’d love to see 

it returned to former glory 
23. No sea walls! 
24. Other than above stated, I'm mainly concerned that 

the rec trail & landscape be well maintained. 
25. Sea walls may be necessary so I’d rather see them 

than risk our shoreline.  
26. I like the ice plant.  It is part of our charm.  Armoring, 

if done properly. 
27. Widen trails where possible, but restrict off trail 

access, particularly to rocks where wildlife lives and 
to the area of pink carpet 

28. Again, other coastal communities in CA, Oregon and 
Washington face the same issues. Santa Cruz and 
Oregon have developed reasonable and rational 
shoreline preservation plans that should be used as a 
guide/template for the PG plan. Why “reinvent the 
wheel” . 

29. PG has always protected its shoreline against erosion 
via substantial investment in sea walls and 
armouring. PG has recently granted new/home 
improvement building permits for houses on Ocean 
View Blvd with understanding that owner 
investments would not be in jeopardy due to lack of 
erosion control on the part of PG.      

30. Sea wall armoring is imperative to main the most 
important economic draw of Pacific Grove, that is 
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Ocean View Blvd. This road should not be made a 
pedestrian only or a one-way drive.  The traffic would 
be unbearable. 

31. More green painted bike lanes 
32. About the same but much better designed: interp 

signage, on/off street parking, eradication of non-
native plants 

33. Better interpretive signage that is not obtrusive 
34. Sea walls and armoring are essential to preserve this 

paradise. 
35. It is difficult to answer some of these.  Re: 

“interpretive signage”: yes it is extremely important, 
but we need to find a way where it is placed in 
strategic areas and not “blinding” the landscape.  
“Parking” is definitely needed...I would like to see an 
on-off electric shuttle on holiday weekends, because 
at times drivers are parking on vegetation, disturbing 
wildlife, etc. “ Trails and paths” so important, but 
again, too many people are veering off designated 
paths for various reasons. Consequently, the existing 
landscape & wildlife are being greatly disturbed!  
Maybe more  low-lying signage “ Environmentally 
sensitive area. Please do not go off designated paths”.  
(Some individuals are making their own trails!) 

36. Please no more whale statues with that hideous paint 
in the park. That's an abomination. Natural materials 
are appropriate art.  

37. use of sea walls and armoring if coastal area is in 
danger of collapse 

38. After I have saw much effort to eradicate invasive ice-
plants, I see them making a comeback in some areas 
with no apparent  opposition. 

39. If you're calling the iceplant "non-native", then it's a 
huge mistake to eradicate it.   In Perkins Park, that 
brings more visitors to PG than any other feature. 

40. Areas need to be  designated for wildlife, particularly 
the harbor seals as has been done during pupping 
season and black oystercatcher nesting sites.  
Education of the public through interpretive signage 
about these two issues alone could increase 
awareness. The adverse effect of drones on wildlife 
could also be part of these signs. 

41. Perhaps public art could be used to provide attractive 
signage regarding the smoking regulations, 
prohibitions against feeding wildlife, alcohol. flying 
of drones etc. Interpretative signage regarding diverse 
wildlife would be useful. Of particular concern is the 
black oystercatchers who nest along the shore and 
need protection from human and dog intrusion. 

42. Positive signs posted but encouraging behaviors on 
the beaches and trails are needed. 

43. the ground squirrels need to be trapped and moved 
off the shoreline from Lovers Point around to Point 

Pinos. They are causing erosion that will be made 
even worse by rising tides. People do not read the Do 
Not Feed the Wildlife signs -- I talk to people all the 
time who were unaware of the signs. 

44. Trails and paths promote enjoyment of the ocean; at 
the same time they separate homes from erosion-
prone areas and ocean damage. Please factor in bikes, 
they keep cars from being too evident in the 
environment and are a healthful transportation 
option. 

45. fix trails where there is erosion making the city liable 
for lawsuits. 

46. Get rid of the four wheeled, 4-person peddle cycles. 
There use too much space and create traffic flow 
problems. 

47. The “pinks” are non-native but should be tended and 
replanted. Support removal other non-natives, 
improving paths and repairing/armouring eroded 
areas that encroach on paths/roads 

48. Speed control of bikers on the paved path from the 
aquarium to Lovers Pt area. 

49. Let the ocean and sea level do its thing. There is really 
no way to stop it other than planning for the future 
sea level rise and storm issues. Move the water 
system (both for potable and non-potable) elsewhere 
(up the hill) and plan for an eventual one-lane road 
and possibly bike and foot traffic only on the coastal 
route. 

50. Public art should be limited to Lover’s Point area 
51. Stop wasting so much money trying to eradicate the 

ice plant. It is beautiful and does a good job of 
preventing erosion. With all of the things that need 
maintenance, why are paying people to hand pick 
and remove ice plant, especially In Asilomar.  

52. People need to be able to get down into the wind and 
salt spray  on foot and get sand between their toes. 
Not that there need to be more trails, just that, as 
plans evolve, people must still be allowed to walk 
right down to the ocean and get wet. 

53. Interpretive signs could include ones to let people 
know where they are at, like "Point Pinos" and the 
various parks. Definitely signs that blend in with the 
scenery.  

54. The trail needs to be secure and safe, so the 
underpinnings need to be strengthened 

55. Eradication of non-native plants is OK in all areas 
EXCEPT the drosanthemum floribundum coverage 
on the Perkins Park area. That should be restored and 
maintained as an historical cultural landscape.  

56. Sea walls and armoring against the predicted changes 
in sea level will be extremely challenging and likely 
not very sightly.  What we have now will no longer 
exist. 
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57. I don’t know what constitutes ‘Armoring’. 
58. If our 'purple path' is not native, then I do not want it 

eradicated. 
59. One way traffic on Ocean View/Sunset from Asilomar 

Blvd & Ocean View to Asilomar Blvd & Pico.  
Eliminate Ocean side parking, and have parking on 
the inland side of the road. 

60. Better maintenance (and possible expansion) of the 
flowering carpet that is so characteristic of Pacific 
Grove... limitation of non native plants in the area 
around Asilomar. 

61. I'd like to see fewer dogs off leash on the rec trail. 
Same residents every morning. Fine them please. 

62. Regarding trails, I said "about the same" because the 
Pt Pinos Trail Project has been approved. But while I 
want to see it completed, I would like to see it extend 
all the way to Esplanade, including repair of the 
access at the west end of Coral St beach (heavily used 
by divers and others). I would also like to see the trail 
provide a more realistic solution at Crespi Pond 
where an expensive board walk on the dune will 
likely have to be replaced annually due to storm surf 
washing boulders into the roadway there, and that 
force damaging the boardwalk. Stop signs on Ocean 
View Blvd at Asilomar Ave (north end), Crespi Pond 
restrooms (with a crosswalk), and Sunset Dr at 
Lighthouse Ave Extension will be important to slow 
traffic, but are not planned. 

63. Oystercatchers are iconic components of the rocky 
intertidal and nest in areas that are easily disturbed. 
The annual reproduction on our coast in precarious 
Their nesting sites to be identified each spring and 
protected until the offspring are fledged. 

64. I want to see more areas of native plant restoration 
and better education about native plants and their 
benefits. This goes along with areas reserved for 
wildlife since wildlife does best with native plants for 
providing habitat and food. 

65. Would like to see improved maintenance of the trail. 
Removal of weeds and planting increased to prevent 
excessive erosion. 
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Appendix 4   | Survey question #5 
“Are there particular spots or places along the shoreline where conditions need to be improved? Do 
you have any specific ideas or suggestions for improvements?” (129 responses) 

1. traffic has become a big issue as vehicles affect the  
coastal ecosystem and the quality of life at  the 
shoreline.  Ocean View has become a "parade route".   
While we want folks to enjoy the natural 
environment, there needs to be a way to protect it 
from over-use. 

2. Crossing Ocean View at Siren is dangerous.  The 
crosswalk, which is barely visible, doesn’t line up 
with the steps to the Rec Trail,  which are to the left of 
the crosswalk as you face the ocean and which are 
often blocked by parked cars.  Please fix this. 

3. Bathrooms at Asilomar would be helpful.   
4. Coral and Ocean View--regular flooding during major 

storms. It would be great to have one lane of traffic 
for cars on Ocean View Blvd. and the other lane, 
adjacent to the shoreline, reserved for extending the 
Rec trail for pedestrians and bicyclists with parking 
on the inland side of Ocean View 

5. Erosion along Perkins Park. Trail needs to be moved 
inland. 

6. Lighting along the rec trail could be enhanced and 
still be subtle and serene. It's pretty dark amongst the 
cypress trees when people are commuting by bike in 
the winter...well before it's really late. 

7. New boardwalks seen at Asilomar State Conference 
Center end of town looking very much improved and 
very effective for mobility-impaired visitors/tourists. 
Ongoing concern over visitors/tourists/their animals 
interacting with local wildlife. Birds and ground 
squirrels being fed all the time. Causes bad feelings 
and accumulation of even more trash and detritus 
along shoreline. Very poor enforcement of existing 
codes. 

8. Some areas near Esplanade and elsewhere are badly 
eroded creating holes that are a hazard and potential 
liability. These areas should be stabilized, probably 
with rip rap. 

9. The area along the 1000 block of OVB needs to have a 
retaining wall installed - like west of Lover's Point - to 
maintain the trail and street. 

10. I would like to see crosswalks where the steps lead to 
Oceanview Blvd. the stairs now lead directly to the 
street with no crosswalks. Visibility is limited to see 
oncoming cars when the parking places are used. I’m 
afraid someone will get hit by a car at some point.  

11. From Beach to Esplanade 
12. Too many dead-peets park forever on our front Install 

parking methods + PG will get some $ 

13. Perkins Park has been greatly neglected by the city.  It 
has allowed weeds to infiltrate our iconic Magic 
Carpet.  The trail needs the city's attention.  There are 
spots that are unsafe for adults and children.   

14. Esplanade, Perkins Park 
15. 1) The trail east of Esplanade needs serious armoring 

and DG fill. 2) Thin out the Pride of Madera and Aloe 
so travelers can see the water - all along the trail. 3) 
The Magic Carpet needs serious rejuvenation between 
Sea Palm and Esplanade 

16. Erosion on coastal path in PG off Ocean View and 
Esplanade where "caution" sandwich board has been 
for at least a year...It is getting to be a narrower 
walkway and looks more dangerous. 

17. Paths need obvious improvement where they are 
washed out and frequently closed, pushing 
pedestrians out into the street. 

18. All the areas where the ice plant has been killed that 
are now eroding. Rocks and fill to keep the beach side 
trail from eroding and being undercut by wave 
action. 

19. More mole and ground squirrel control.  More 
eradication of weeds in the “pink.”  More erosion 
control. 

20. Better management of the shoreline iceplant.  This is a 
major attraction for Pacific Grove, and neglect has left 
this beautiful shoreline in very poor condition.  
Spraying of weeds, and watering every so often 
would help. 

21. To much congestion and trash around Lovers Point. 
We would like to see the swimming pool and 
volleyball court and removed. The area now 
resembles an amusement park more then a place of 
beauty. I doubt that the people who use those 
facilities are contributing much to the local economy. 

22. Weed eradication for entire shoreline. 
23. Convert unused area behind 12th golf green to picnic 

park with tables, fireplaces and BBQ pits, and a 
shelter (roof, roll up walls, etc.) 

24. We need to fully restore Perkins Park to make sure 
that it remains Pacific Grove's leading tourist 
attraction. To that end, efforts to replace the "magic 
carpet" with native plants should be stopped for 
Perkins Park 

25. Between lovers point and esplanade. The most 
restoration that needs help is between lovers point 
and balboa 
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26. Some of the very large aloes should be removed and 
new ones grown on the other side of the path from 
the ocean. 

27. I would like to see: All of the ice plant removed and 
replaced with native plants (like they did at 
Asilomar). It's so much prettier. Better signage, like 
Pebble Beach, and the new Asilomar ones are nice 
too. Safer and more prominent delineation of biking, 
running, walking and driving areas. Coastal erosion 
is pretty serious. I think it's a combo of the big storms, 
but also rodents? 

28. At places where the path is close to the road, the path 
should be widened and the cars pushed further 
inland. 

29. Especially where water is coming on to the road.  
Also continue to close off pull out areas and streets 
during stormy weather. 

30. It has been suggested that part of Pt. Pinos be 
reserved for the oyster catcher.  I support this if there 
is enough educational signage to educate people 
about why access is denied. Then there is the sea level 
rise and safety issues. Perhaps warning signage near 
the rocks is a good idea. 

31. Wild flower and native plant rehabilitation. Regulate 
the illegal fishing.   

32. The path from Lovers Point to approximately Perkins 
Park could be improved. 

33. There are dirty diapers and other trash littering these 
areas. So, I would like to see heavy fines imposed and 
signage in big bold CAPs that states violators will be 
fined or ticketed.   

34. Repair of stairs to the boardwalk from the end of 
Asilomar beach in the direction of Spanish Bay. Rocks 
in front of stairs makes it hard for elderly people to 
use stairs. And a way to cross the stream easier that 
splits Asilomar between state and local managed 
parts of the beach (where the brown park signage is). 
When water rises it’s hard to cross for most people 
without getting wet or having to jump or balance on 
rocks to cross, which is harder for older visitors.  

35. Great concern about weeds overtakeing Magic 
Carpet.  

36. Would like to see path lights 
37. Accessible trails along the entire bay and ocean  
38. Caution bike riders to ride single file. 
39. The pink carpet along ocean view is in dire need of 

restoration as it appeared back in the 1980's. It has not 
been well maintained by the city at all. 

40. Lovers Point where tour buses unload:  "Please be 
respectful" signs and cigarette butt depositories. 

41. The trails need to be connected and improved. PG is 
highly dependent and impacted by tourism. The trails 
provide exactly what out of town tourist envision 

their experience will include and have a low impact 
on residents and local (residential areas) traffic. This 
experience is inexpensive for tourist leaving them 
with more $$ to spend on food, lodging etc. 

42. Fortifying any areas that are showing wear and tear 
43. Should be "meter parking" on Ocean View Blvd. 

Residents could parking on resident side, or have 
parking permits.  

44. traffic on Ocean when walking.  All of PG for that 
matter is somewhat scary when walking. 

45. Again, the areas where the pink carpet is being 
overrun & replaced by weeds needs attention. 

46. Mandatory paid parking along Sunset between 17 
mile drive and Lighthouse near golf course....Make all 
Asilomar Dunes home streets Residential ONLY 
Parking with enforcement.  INSTALL NO U Turn 
signs on Sunset near Asilomar State Beach.  
Dangerous area.   

47. I think sections of the dirt trail along Perkins Park 
need to be shored up before we get a fall and a 
lawsuit.  Beechy squirrels need to be controlled as 
they are causing erosion to be amplified and their 
population is augmented by visitor feeding.  We need 
a restroom facility near Asilomar. 

48. The area of the pink carpet should be maintained,  
More fencing and signs to educate and to protect 
wildlife. 

49. Pavement marking on the recreational trail indicating 
pedestrian and bike lanes. On Sunset Dr. pavement 
markings indicating no parking and no pedestrians 
where foot paths and turnouts exist. 

50. I understand there is consideration being given to 
abandoning the maintenance of Ocean View Blvd so 
that ultimately it will be reclaimed by Monterey Bay.  
Are they serious? The road provides access to the 
shoreline for all people for many purposes.  It is 
idiotic to even consider abandoning Ocean View. 

51. Since sea walls are already built, maintenance or 
improved design of sea walls is important, unless 
science proves that removal of sea walls would 
improve the state of natural ecosystems. Educational 
signs about current flows, underwater slopes of 
various popular view spots where people can learn 
how slopes and currents cause erosion, dangers to 
beach goers, and/or marine life and intertidal health, 
are important educational sign topics. Rare native 
plants and pollinator attractors need protection and 
education signs. Sign posts showing range height of 
waves compared to a person standing on a shore 
point such as Point Pinos are dramatic.  

52. Protective sea walls and/or riprap should be 
considered along Oceanview, from Lovers Point to 
the Golf Course. Oregon uses all these methods to 
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protect their shoreline. Also, in Viewing parking areas 
consideration should be given to paving the area with 
environmentally compatible hardscape. 

53. I would like to see the water company plant more 
natural plants to help disguise/hide the pumping 
station apparatus as it is unsightly.  This could be 
accomplished using much of the natural plants that 
grow here. 

54. There is a vehicle access drive next to the pumping 
station at 1123 Ocean View that is used by visitors 
and locals who like to park their vehicles there 
especially after working hours.  There is a sign 
indicating NO PARKING but it makes no difference 
to them.  Perhaps a cable or chain can be placed 
between the two existing poles to prevent people 
from driving into and down into the rocky areas. 

55. We need better nighttime lighting for the recreation 
trail. Walking in Monterey at night on the trail is safe 
but once one enters PG it too dark and unsafe.  

56. Shoreline needs to be reinforced in various places 
along Ocean View Blvd.  I particular, in front of 
Esplanade Park and the base of Coral St. 

57. The shoreline needs to be reinforced at the Kissing 
Rock and Lucas Point. 

58. we need to retreat, make Oceaniew one-way, extend 
bike path 

59. The bike trail ends at Lovers point, I frequently 
continue my bike on to Asilomar, but feel unsafe 
biking past the parking at Lovers point. 

60. Implement a biking/walking trail, separated from 
traffic, from Lover's Point to Asilomar. Turn Ocean 
View into one-way from Golf Course to Asilomar 
Blvd., pending better design to mitigate unacceptable 
impacts from diverting traffic onto Asilomar. 

61. Your pinnable map doesn't work well.  The pins are 
so close together that you can't get to the pins that are 
underneath.  I would like a link to a page that lists all 
the problems; a separate page with ideas and a third 
page that lists the points of interest. 

62. better bike lanes 
63. At asilomar there is constantly trash overflowing out 

of the cans, dog poop bags all over. It never used to 
be this bad. And it’s always after the weekend. I wish 
we had rangers down there enforcing things on 
weekends because the tourists are destroying it.  

64. I want coastal scientists to shape P.G. policy 
regarding shoreline management. I attended the Feb. 
2 presentation and think it seemed dominated by a 
consultant who fears offending people rather than 
leveling with the public about what impending sea 
level rise will mean. Sea level rise is coming. P.G.'s 
future shoreline will be best protected through 
attention to scientists rather than fear of upsetting 

P.G. residents. (By the way, my home is on Ocean 
View Boulevard.) 

65. I am pleased at the recent efforts at Asilomar State 
Beach to restore bluffs with native plantings and 
realign trails. 

66. Trash and cigarette butts!  I would like to have the 
tour busses educated re: their groups getting out of 
their tour busses, lighting-up and then tossing their 
cigarette butts.  The new cigarette respectacles are 
great. We need more!  Busy holiday weekends (and 
weekends in general) need more trash pick-ups.  
When it overflows it becomes a serious 
environmental issue. The  upper Sunset entrance to 
the beach, (where dogs are permitted), needs a trash 
pick-up more than once per day, or more cans!   

67. Pull-outs should have better barriers, clear spaces to 
park 

68. The whole coast line area along the bike path needs a 
complete planting over haul. Pull the fox tails and ice 
plant and put in California native plants. 

69. Some spots on the path from lovers beach park to the 
west are eroding.  

70. Definitely suggest re-evaluating bench locations along 
the Rec Trail, & making more efforts to close off 
access to areas where people go around fences and 
scramble down cliffs. 

71. There are parts of the trail that are washing away.  I 
don't keep track of where they are but one in near 
Esplanade (i think) 

72. Improve Lover's Point parking. Improve "exit" of bike 
trail where it ends at Ocean View Blvd.  Bikes don't 
know what to do and cars don't expect 
bikes/pedestrians crossing here. Make improvements 
to other parking areas too to allow better off-street 
parking facilities.  Especially unpaved parking areas 
toward Point Pinos. Would like to see drainage 
slowed and treated in bioswales or other buffering 
devices before trail and park areas. 

73. Please add signage to clearly redirect rec trail users at 
Lovers Pt. Park. The trail ends and pedestrians and 
cyclists need to be redirected to Ocean View Blvd. so 
they can continue on to Asilomar Beach. This is a goal 
of the City - a clearly marked trail and bike route from 
Monterey to Asilomar Beach. Clear signage would be 
very  helpful. 

74. Perkins Park:   erosion control, armoring, and 
water/weed eradication for the drosanthemum 
floribundum 

75. RV and large vehicle parking overnight 
76. Remove the large succulents but keep the purple 

iceplant! 
77. Restore the ice plant. I know its not native, but it 

enhances the shore line. Remove the weeds. 
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78. The “Pink” has been much neglected. The red-hot 
poker aloe plants have mushroomed into huge 
obstacles to the views. Ground squirrels have 
overpopulated and destroy the shorelines. City 
workers maintained a beautiful shoreline 30 years 
ago. Starting at 5 am, sprinklers operated up the 
shoreline from Asilomar to the Hopkins Marine Sta. 
Oxala was controlled.  

79. The pathway going west from Lovers Point is nice 
only up to about Beach Street.  Beyond that point, the 
trail needs improvement to separate it from the street 
and eliminate the frequent crossings of parking roads. 

80. Walking trails along Oceanview need to be better 
maintained  

81. do not add rip rap or build seawalls -- that will 
change the water movement, coastal ecology, and 
marine wildlife in significant ways. Instead, 
undertake hard planning decisions now for rising 
water levels: reroute roads. Home owners bear the 
responsibility for their coastal property.  

82. If I have a trail by the ocean through PG, I won't be on 
city streets on my bike. That would be safer for me 
and for some elderly PG drivers. 

83. trail between Lover's Point and Asilimar 
84. The beautiful ice plant along the paths seem to 

eroding or taken over by pests. 
85. We seem to be continually giving up access to the 

shoreline to an ever increasing population of sea 
mammals (seals).  This trend should stop at some 
point.   

86. Updated signage noting marine protection levels has 
been helpful. 

87. Our recreation trail is not safe at night. This is due to 
poor lighting. The recreation trail proceeding through 
Monterey at night is well lit but once one enters PG at 
night from Monterey it becomes dangerously dark. It 
is so dark that pedestians often surprise each other 
not being able to see each other’s approach. Bicyclists 
using the recreation trail at night also have difficulty 
seeing pedestrians due to dangerous or no lighting. 
Another item that needs to be addressed is the 
openings in the fence line from Ocean View Blvd. to 
the recreation trail. The openings need to be placed 
precisely at intersections where pedestrians normally 
cross the streets. An example of this is the opening in 
the fence line near The Green Gables B&B. A 
pedestrian by law is encouraged to cross the street at 
an intersection where pedestrians have the right of 
way. Because of the improper position of the rec trail 
opening at this location, pedestrians are either 
encouraged to cross Ocean View Blvd. giving up their 
right of way or crossing at the nearest intersection 
forcing them to walk along the parked cars to get to 

the pedestrian opening in the fence. Both scenarios 
are dangerous for our pedestrians. There also needs 
to be a clearly marked crosswalk at each intersection 
along Ocean View Blvd. This may remind motorists 
that pedestrians need to yield to pedestrians. 

88. Near the  bottom of Esplanade and a bit toward 
Lovers Point 

89. Better trail and crowd management. Too many people 
on fragile infrastructure. Restrict people onto island 
off of Pt Pinos (accessible only at low tide). Area is a 
burial ground for native Americans and has nesting 
seabird species of concern that are regularly disturbed 
(see Oystercatcher Coastal Monument data). 

90. Sections of the dirt trail have fallen away and create a 
dangerous situation and potential liability.  People 
feeding Beachy squirrels cause population increase 
and the squirrel burrows cause erosion that threatens 
trails and roads.  We need an outdoor shower at 
Lovers Point similar to what Monterey has at San 
Carlos Beach.  

91. Poison oak at the west end of Coral Street Beach and 
other nearby areas needs more regular control. The 
walk way in this area needs regular maintenance 
from erosion Additional strategically placed benches, 
picnic tables and trash cans. Ice plant should be 
trimmed from trails. Additional doggy bag dispensers 
and appropriate signage needed. Maybe specific 
parking for large-scale RVs.  

92. Several areas require improvements for walkers and 
bikers utilizing the paths. 

93. Prohibit foot traffic on areas that are not paved. 
Create a pedestrian promenade alongside  road not 
unlike the rec trail with fencing got discourage 
penetration of the natural area 

94. Leave the ice plant alone.  
95. The whole roadbed is a couple of feet too low, and the 

railroad bed fools you into seeing a flat shore with 
gentle curves. In the long run, the road must pull back 
from the surf and follow the topography of the 
granite, which is the only part of all this that will still 
be here in a hundred years. The ocean will put the 
beaches where it wants them. Stay out of its way. 

96. Would be nice to have safer pedestrian infrastructure 
on shoreline drive, and a wider recreation trail - it can 
get crowded.  

97. Removing the non-native ice plant and replacing with 
native plants (like Asilomar & Seaside Beach) would 
be a huge improvement. There are a lot of volunteers 
that would be willing to help, in addition to high 
school students. We no doubt have the most beautiful 
coastline.  

98. The trail should be well maintained for safety. 
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99. Increased attention to the negative impact of tourists 
and visitors is both needed and appropriate. 
Feasibility studies of significant proposed changes to 
shoreline, seawalls, sand and beaches, etc. would 
seem to be highly relevant and part of any so-called 
transparent process for change. 

100. The Perkins Park area should be maintained as close 
as possible to its early 1960s condition. Serious 
attention should be paid to addressing the issue of the 
crumbling bluffs at Point Pinos that are being 
destroyed by ground squirrels and visitors (people 
and autos). Since the weasel population was 
eradicated by dogs in the 1950s/60s, ground squirrels 
have no natural predators and should be controlled 
(removed?) by other means. 

101. Buses parked at Lover’s Point block the views for 
everyone else! Cars driving too slowly along Ocean 
View Blvd should be pulling over or parked so locals 
don’t feel compelled to pass. 

102. A better fence should be installed in front of the 
Hopkins harbor seal cove - the fence should be solid 
(i.e., not see-through) from the ground up to 4 feet 
and then chain link above that in order to reduce 
disturbance to the seals.  Further, there should be 
small holes in the upper part of the fence every few 
feet to allow photographers a clear view so that they 
don't have to raise their cameras above fence height 
and further disturb the seals. The lower part of the 
fence could be put up and taken down along with the 
other harbor seal fencing that it put out seasonally. 

103. The steps leading down to Asilomar beach are hard to 
negotiate for oldsters. 

104. parking lot on Oceanview at Lover's Point needs a 
barrier - too many close calls when people pull out 
and/or use as a place to do u-turns. 

105. There are areas of severe erosion in the coastal trail 
that will only get worse if not addressed and are 
potential liabilities for the city.  

106. Easily-accessed intertidal areas between Lover's Point 
and Asilomar Beach are often impacted by visitors.  
Some visitors are better than others.  More signage 
might help in these areas. 

107. The sewer smell near the Seven Gables should be 
addressed and eliminated. There needs to be 
sufficient lighting along the recreation trail from the 
City of Monterey to Lovers Point. This is obviously 
dangerous as one walks at night on the trail from 
Monterey into Pacific Grove. Besides for being 
dangerous it’s scary. 

108. The trail from Lover’s Point to Asilomar needs more 
attention....and the bicycles need to be kept off of it.  

109. I know armoring and sea walls are against some 
people's plans, but I want to keep our shore and path 

and I can't see any other way of doing this. I feel very 
strongly about this! The other sea walls and armoring 
fit in perfectly to the shore! 

110. Restore the pullouts near Point Pinos to natural 
conditions - get rid of the decomposed granite used 
for parking, and move it to inland side of road.  Put in 
more benches and paths on ocean side. 

111. Ultimately complete  the recreation trail from the 
aquarium to Asilomar as planned 

112. 1) Closing intertidal to people along the Rec Trail. 2) 
Maintain the flowering carpet. 3) Better parking along 
the Asilomar area. 4) Possible addition of rest rooms 
in Asilomar area of shoreline. 5) Better restrooms at 
Lover's Point 

113. There is not enough trash pickups on long holidays 
and after events, so the cans overflow and the garbage 
gets strewn around.  There should be more posting of 
no smoking signs and it should be enforced.  

114. Between Lover's Point and Embarcadero there are 
areas of erosion which need improvement.  

115. More interpretive signage 
116. Make it more walkable. Some areas force a person to 

walk into traffic.  That’s not enjoyable. The city needs 
to make more motorists aware of bike lane. People 
park in the bike lane which is dangerous. 

117. The stairway down to Perkins Park is a disaster for 
boaters, divers and fishermen trying to get supplies, 
boats and diving gear down and up the winding and 
slippery steps.  The hand rails are rusty and the width 
is too narrow for hauling, 

118. parking at some shore locations disrupts ability for 
walking safely and contributes to erosion  

119. Point Pinos parking area.  Cars park too close to the 
bluff, walkers have to go behind the cars, ocean view 
is blocked for pedestrians by cars and campers. 

120. Native plants and shrubs along the Rec trail.   
Markings on the path to delineate the bike lane.  
Trails on the ocean side, and parked cars the other 
side of the trail. 

121. From Sea Palm out to Point Pinos the trail is in need 
of repair and in some areas widening.  Additionally 
there are few interpretive signs in this area, it would 
be nice to have a few more since this area is where 
people can view whales and some of the migrating 
sea birds from shore. 

122. Many beaches and the rocky intertidal areas have 
construction debris that needs to be removed. 

123. The erosion caused by the ground squirrel population 
is a concern. 

124. No removal of shells or animals signage at top of 
Lovers Point in attractive sign. 

125. 1) Footbridge(s) at eroded areas near Esplanade, 
rather than retaining walls on the bluff. 2) Since the 
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DG parking turnouts at John Denver rocks (between 
Asilomar Ave & Acropolis), Crespi Cove, and the 
main Pt Pinos lot need to have major potholes filled at 
least once a year (it's needed more often, but doesn't 
happen), it's hard to know what shape the DG trail 
will be in, and how often it will be filled. 3) The 
boardwalk and observation platform at the Great 
Tidepool Trail should be at the north end of the trail 
leading to a magnificent 360º view and out of harm's 
way from the water (without an overly steep incline 
for wheelchair access), rather than at the low point of 
the trail where there's no room for a turn-out from the 
boardwalk, and there's congestion on weekends and 
holidays, and storm surf washes over it at high tide. 

126. The coast of the Lighthouse Reservation (Ocean View 
between Lighthouse and Asilomar) is a particularly 
diverse and lush rocky intertidal area, that is very 
popular for visitors during low tides. The parking 
areas and trails there are eroding and not in good 
shape. They need to be better maintained and 
managed to support residents as well as visitors (and 
they could be more of a tourist attraction).  

127. More bike trails and bike racks 
128. I would like to compliment Public Works Director 

Dan Gho and his PG city workers for the great 
improvement in cutting back vegetation in Berwick 
Park. Much improved views for the public and less 
cover for illegal activities. Still would like to see the 
removal of non-native aloe and replaced with low 
ground cover. 

129. I walk from Aquarium to Asilomar several times a 
week. Asilomar area looks well maintained compared 
to rest of trail that looks terrible compared to 5-10 
years ago. 
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Notes about the comments on the pinnable map 

 The maps in this section show the approximate location of the comments. Their precise location can be seen on 
the online map, at bit.ly/PGshoreline_map . (The map has been closed for comments but may still be viewed 
online.) 

 Some comments were pinned at what appear to be incorrect locations. 
 An arrow before a comment indicates that it is not a pinned comment but rather a response to a previous 

comment. 
 A number in brackets following a comment indicates the number of “likes” or “upvotes” (shown with a plus sign) 

or of “dislikes” or “downvotes” (shown with a minus sign) given to that comment by others. 

Appendix 5   | Pinnable map: Issues of concern (38 pinned comments plus 10 
responses to comments)

1. Boardwalk is at low elevation, washed over by winter 
storm surf at high tide. [+1] 

2. Planned boardwalk unreasonable on the dune here 
due to wave action during winter storm surf at high 
tides which washes boulders onto the roadway 
annually. [+1] 
 I think that planning for eventual roadway 

reduction and moving the water system (both 
potable and non-potable) away from roadway 
would be prudent. The ocean will win in the end. 
We just need to be ahead of it and plan. Eventual 
one-lane road and possibly only a footpath would 
be prudent in my opinion. Any plans for 
expensive boardwalks, shoring up will be 
destroyed by the high surf eventually and will 
cost the City funds we do not have. [+1] 

 That is true and it will only get worse with sea 
level rise and increased storm intensity. Plans are 
needed for the whole roadway here to address 
this eventuality. 

3. Footbridges are needed here to avoid pedestrians 
having to walk in the street. Retaining walls planned 
by Haro/Kasunich would spoil the magnificent 
geological formations. Sewer lines and any other 
utilities need to be re-routed so they do not require 
armoring for protection. At least part of the erosion 
issue is due to groundwater seepage and urban 
runoff. When the City dumps boulders in the surge 
channels as a form of armament, it gives the surf a 
projectile that can cause more damage. [+2, ‒2] 

4. This area of Ocean View Boulevard is particularly low 
and is threatened by sea level rise and increased 
storm intensity. Plans are needed to address this 
issue, with the road eventually being restricted or 
abandoned. Moreover, the City should not be 

responsible for the houses in these low-lying areas. 
[+1, ‒3] 
 When traffic is eventually rerouted, there could 

still be a bike/walking trail here. I often ride my 
bike from my home in Seaside to Asilomar and 
back. 

 I meant this to be at Coral Street 
5. This area of Ocean View Boulevard is particularly low 

and is threatened by sea level rise and increased 
storm intensity. Plans are needed to address this 
issue, with the road eventually being restricted or 
abandoned. Moreover, the City should not be 
responsible for the houses in these low-lying areas. 
[+1, ‒2] 
 County/City zoned areas along coast for 

residential and commercial construction. Permit 
fees paid for review of site plans for construction 
projects on and adjacent to Ocean View Blvd. 
Current taxes are high and many times more than 
homes inland. City should continue funding the 
upkeep of Ocean View Blvd as in the past. 
Protecting homes from coast line erosion is no 
different than protecting homes from fires and 
crime. [+1] 

 I do not see a need to restrict the road at this point 
till at least the year 2100 based on rising sea level 
projections. [+2] 

6. The trail in Perkins is too close to the shore and the 
edge, including the old sea wall, is starting to give 
way (part of the sea wall did so last year and had to 
be replaced. I recommend shifting the trail closer to 
the road rather than constantly repairing the sea wall. 
Also, near Palm Street the large aloes are taking down 
the cliff edge. They probably should be removed. [+2, 
‒1] 
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7. The area east of 3rd Street is part of Hopkins Marine 
Station and fenced off. It is not part of the public 
seaside park (if there is one here at all. 

8. Is this beach going to disappear with sea level rise? 
9. What happened to our beautiful, famous and 

noteworthy “pink carpet”??? [+1] 
 That occurs in the winter, right? January or so? 

10. Same as "Idea for Improvment" [+1] 
11. There are dangerous spots created by trail overuse 

and poor city needs to replace the rocks and make 
this part of the trail secure. [+1] 

12. Ground squirrels have caused erosion, gophers have 
eaten iceplant and the weeds have been out of control.  
The entire park needs it be better maintained.  There 
have been big improvements so far, but more needs 
to be done. [+2] 

13. on rec trail across the street from 1031Ocean View, the 
trail is eroded with the only notice of danger is a 
PGPW sign.  Please find a different route for the trail 
before someone falls onto the rocky beach. 

14. Trail is being eroded. 
15. animals off leash and people not aware of nesting 

Oystercatchers and gulls 
16. people with animals off leash, people taking spots all 

day, cigarette butts. PG should be a smoke free city 
 When I walk to Lovers Point on the weekends, 

especially spring and summer, there is trash 
everywhere.  The trash cans flowing over. People 
do not pickup after themselves and some of that is 
bound to go into the ocean. 

17. Jacobson Park has been basically ignored by the City 
crews for many years.  It used to be a lovely park with 
a small portion of grass, durable plants up the hill and 
a pathway that wound up the hill.  A good portion of 
the park was left natural due to the granite 
outcroppings.  It now seems to be abandoned. [+1] 

18. The Cypress trees on this point were trimmed but the 
project to thin and shape the trees was not completed.  
The Cypress trees look hacked on the non-ocean side 
instead of thinned and shaped like the older, larger 
tree just next to them towards Monterey.  This older, 
larger tree was thinned several years ago which has 
contributed to the overall health of the tree. 

19. The path around the point are dangerous to walk. [‒1] 
20. After I have saw much effort to eradicate invasive ice-

plants, I see them making a comeback in some areas 
with no apparent  opposition. For example, that strip 
between road and parking area. Iceplant monitoring 
& removal is not happening there. Soon it will take 
over again. I'd be happy to partake in the effort but 
would need city support/hauling away of the debris. 
[+1] 

21. Remove Aloe Plants from Top of Bluff edge that are 
accelerating erosion of the coastal bluffs and trails, 
e.g. Esplanade, Perkins and Niad. [+1, ‒1] 

22. Erosion of the earth fill at parking areas degrades the 
ecology of the adjacent beaches and intertidal areas. 
 This may be true, but the erosion seems to be 

minimal.  Without parking there is no place for 
folks to stop and admire the scenery.  This would 
then cause folks parking in your neighborhoods, 
on the bike lane, or other traffic blocking and 
dangerous places.  I think having parking areas is 
worth the slight, if any, degradation.  
Unfortunately, there are no perfect solutions to 
parking issues. 

23. Silt from parking area runoff is damaging the natural 
beach and intertidal area ecology 

24. Wave runup inundates the parking areas and extends 
across the roadway between The Great TidePool and 
Ocean View Blvd./Asilomar Avenue intersection. This 
is a perennial problem that results in erosion of earth 
fill materials on the parking areas flooding onto the 
sensitive natural coastal resources and ASBS. 
 Because of the wave runup, the City has to keep 

track of the ocean swells, and have City staff close 
the parking lots when the swell is large, and re-
open them when the swell drops.  Thus, the 
parking is unusable for a period of time when 
many people are attracted to the ocean (when the 
waves are big).  This leads to people parking in 
the bike lane, reducing safety. 

25. There are two locations east of Clyte on the trail 
where the trail floods in a big way after rain or 
watering and there are no drainage holes in the rock 
wall so the water builds up hydrostatic pressure 
pushing out on the rock wall. [+1] 

26. While the aloe plants between the trail and the sea are 
beautiful, their huge size not only blocks views 
through to the sea, it erodes the bluff. An aloe slid 
down the bluff part way, and then all the way to the 
beach east of Sea Palm, west of Moss some time ago. 
The City has just cordoned off that area of trail with 
caution tape. The trail should be moved inland there, 
rather than attempting to build a retaining wall. [+1] 

27. There is a marvelous "colony" of banana slugs that 
live under the aloes. I've counted as many as 50. John 
Pearse keeps detailed records. Their habitat should be 
protected. [+2] 

28. The retaining wall or sea wall at Otter Point lacks 
drainage holes, as is the case over near Clyte Ave., so 
water builds up behind it, whether from wave splash 
or rain putting great horizontal pressure on the wall. 
Drainage holes should be added. [+1] 
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29. In my comment about the water build-up behind the 
wall here, I forgot to say that high surf can also cause 
that effect. Drainage holes should be added, and 
whatever other engineering would be advisable to 
manage the water build-up behind the wall. [+1] 

30. The chainlink fence at Hopkins is very effective for 
protecting the seals, with the addition of Marine 
Sanctuary (BayNet volunteers) to remind people to 
use quiet voices and not climb, as well as educating 
people about the seals and providing binoculars. A 
webcam would be a great addition if the City could 
figure out how to do that. Telescope is not practical 
due to having to see over the fence, distressing the 
seals. [+1] 

31. Restore the pink carpet to its 1980s beauty [+2] 
32. The lack of cross walks on Ocean View create a 

potential hazard to pedestrians. One entering Berwick 
Park and another at the stairs leading to the walking 
trail. 

33. Add pave markings on the rec. trail to direct walkers 
to pedestrian area and cyclists to bike lanes to avoid 
conflicts. [+1] 

34. Enforce no parking in bike lanes and direct 
pedestrians to foot path / trail all along Sunset Drive. 
[+1] 

35. All along this path it is washing out and paths need to 
be taken care of and ice plant protected 

36. My concern is the trash that is left behind at Lovers 
Point, especially on weekends. In the spring and 
summer cans are overflowing and people just leave 
their trash which is bound to make its way to the 
ocean. [+1] 

37. Enforce no parking in bike lane and direct pedestrians 
to trails or turnouts all along Sunset Drive. 

38. Crosswalks need to be added where stairs lead up to 
Oceanview from the path. Very dangerous to cross 
the street from those stairs—especially when cars are 
parked in marked spaces. 
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Appendix 6   | Pinnable map: Ideas for improvements (42 pinned comments plus 7 
responses to comments)

1. This area has obviously had native plant restoration 
done. Awesome! However, it looks like only a few 
native species were planted. How about adding in 
some more biodiversity? Let's keep up the good work 
done so far and go even further. Also, the invasive 
and aggressive iceplant is starting to take hold in this 
area too. We need to be constantly vigilant to keep it 
out. Thank you! I'd be happy to help if I can. [+4] 

2. Stop sign needed to slow traffic for pedestrian and 
bicycle safety. Currently pedestrians must walk in the 
bike path. [+2, ‒1] 

3. Stop signs needed on Ocean View Blvd for access to 
restrooms and to slow traffic for pedestrians and 
bikes. [+1, ‒3] 
 I worry that stop signs will cause traffic jams and 

congestion.  The idea of a blinking yellow light 
and sign advising of pedestrian crossing is a good 
one! 

 I think a stop sign might actually be more 
dangerous. I could see some walkers assume cars 
will always stop, and be less cautious when they 
cross the street. The worst is traffic from the South 
side. A car sightseer might blow right through it 
on accident (an aggressive bicyclists perhaps on 
purpose) as they head around the curve from the 
South. I suggest a blinking yellow on that side 
with a clear symbol of a pedestrian walkway 
ahead.  ....also brightly paint the walkway on the 
street. [+1] 

4. Stop signs needed on O-V Blvd/Sunset Dr to slow 
traffic. [+2] 
 Not sure this is a good idea.  On heavy tourist 

days (who we want to visit and support our local 
economy) this would back traffic up and cause 
traffic jams.  Traffic jams mean idling cars 
pumping pollution into the air, which then blows 
into town.  I've never noticed speeding cars 
anywhere on Ocean View Blvd or Sunset Dr. - - 
usually it's the opposite - people driving slowly to 
take in the view.  I ride my bike here daily, so I 
have a good view of the traffic situation. 

5. This is a major harbor seal haul out area and rookery. 
It is protected by the chain-link fence and provides an 
excellent and popular viewing site of the harbor seals. 
It could be improved with signs and perhaps other 
features to enhance the viewing opportunities. [+4] 
 This area is protected and a great attraction and 

educational site. Improved signs would be great, 
but I think that the area closed to public access 
needs to be expanded west along the trail to 

protect the seals, birds and intertidal animals.  
People often go down to the intertidal here and 
climb on the rocks (often just to take selfies); but, 
as use increases, I think these areas need to be 
protected - the area around Lover's Point could be 
open for climbing, intertidal exploring, etc. [+1] 

6. barrier at small parking lot, too many close calls from 
vehicle pulling out or attempting quick u-turns in 
traffic at the bend in road. 

7. I'd like to see minor development/improvement here - 
small seating/park-let area. Similar to the small areas 
the rec-trail has in monterey where it abuts 
Lighthouse near the tunnel. the small parakeets there 
have seating and picnic benches with local flora 
planted as well as plaques for sister cities. It would be 
nice to have similar here. 
 The difference is that Monterey's Rec Trail there is 

in a harbor, where PG's is in a natural area with 
amazing granite formations and high, eroding 
bluffs. It's important to protect the natural habitat. 
Picnic tables would likely result in more trash 
being blown away into the Bay/Marine Sanctuary. 
Berwick Point is a particularly windy area and the 
bluff facing NW is not particularly stable. 

 Agree that this area needs redesign and 
improvements for walkers/bikers. 

8. visiting here I am often 
asked by tourists about a 
variety of items (where 
is this place, how do I 
get there, what's within 
walking distance, etc). It 
would be nice to see a 
small 1-person kiosk 
here run by volunteers to 
give information  etc. 
Many tourists I've 
spoken to do not go to 
the place on Lighthouse above the ATC. Funnel 
tourists to local businesses, answer questions, give 
directions etc. could be portable/easily 
moved/removed. [+4] [See photo at right.] 

9. This is an important habitat that is threatened by 
erosion due to major urban runoff. It should be 
protected, restored and properly maintained. [+1] 

10. From Forests ave. To Asilomar create a promenade 
(see NIce, France) along side the road with fencing to 
discourage penetration of the natural areas. 
Occasional bench  facing sea in wider areas.Less foot 
traffic on unpaved areas means less damage to 
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habitat. Perhaps close Ocean View Blvd. to 
automobile traffic. 

11. Use recycled water to give the ice plant and other 
plants along the ocean a boost to keep them going 
during the dry months and the years when we do not 
have a lot of rainfall.  Other municipalities use this 
grey water for irrigation to beautify the cities. [+3, ‒1] 

12. Please add signage to direct trail users to use either 
the sidewalk if pedestrian, or street, if cyclist to 
continue on along Ocean View Blvd. The trail 
unceremoniously ends here and many trail users are 
confused where to go next. Clear signage would be 
extremely helpful. [+3] 

13. Would love to have more benches - places to sit & 
watch the sunset, or do some creature-spotting, or just 
pause & enjoy - along this wonderful path! [+1] 

14. Could there be a way to link up the trail along the 
Asilomar shoreline and the one that runs along the 
Spanish Bay golf links? Currently either must trudge 
through sand or walk (precariously) alongside the 
road to the access up closer to Fishwife. (Of course, 
maintaining the habitats currently nestled in there are 
more important. :-) ) [+1] 

15. Beginning at Asilomar Avenue, make Ocean View 
Blvd one-way west and south to the intersection of 
Lighthouse Avenue extension, and put the trail on 
what is now the west and south facing side of the 
street rather than building a boardwalk in the 
foredune. This will be much more cost effective, 
saving replacement of the boardwalk every winter. 
Stop signs at Asilomar Avenue and the Crespi Pond 
restroom will make for safer pedestrian and bike 
travel. A speed limit of 15 mph would be ideal. [+2] 

16. Reduce the speed limit to 15mph between Lovers 
Point and the Asilomar coast to make pedestrian 
travel, particularly in front of Borg's and at Esplanade 
and west of Asilomar Avenue, and bike travel safer. 
[+2] 

17. Using a map that allows toggling to a satellite view 
would allow a better understanding of some of the 
issues. 

18. Remove the concrete and iron pipes on the natural 
rock formations. 

19. Repair the west end of the seawall with a new 
stairway for divers, etc. [+1] 

20. Remove the large concrete debris from the bluff face 
and beach on the west side of the Coral Street cove. 

21. Remove the concrete casing and iron pipes from the 
beach and intertidal areas at Point Pinos 

22. Remove concrete and asphalt construction debris 
from natural bluffs and intertidal areas 

23. Remove concrete and asphalt construction debris 
from natural bluffs and intertidal areas [+1] 

24. Remove concrete and asphalt construction debris 
from Lovers Point sandy beaches and intertidal areas 
[+1] 

25. Remove iron pipes from bluff face 
26. Provide a telescope mounted on the trail for viewing 

the seals. Alternatively, install a "Harbor Seal" 
webcam that can be accessed with cell phones. [+2] 

27. install a telescope at the end of the vista point 
between the Aquarium and Hopkins. [+1] 

28. Provide a Coastal Ranger to patrol the PG trails 
between The Great Tide Pool and the Aquarium to 
educate and inform visitors about the resources and 
their protection policies, and to serve as a sea-watch 
to report problems and safety concerns. [+3] 

29. Widen the existing DG path (sidewalk) along the 
street west of Lovers Point to be 5 feet wide. 
Currently, pedestrians and joggers often use the 
travel lane next to cars  in the street which is 
dangerous and competes with the bike use. [+1] 

30. Continue the DG Sidewalk at the curb between Sea 
Palm and Esplanade to provide a safe pedestrian path 
for walkers and joggers out of traffic lanes and as an 
alternative to the bluff edge trail during dangerous 
wave overtopping the bluff trail. [+1] 

31. The city is doing a good job in beginning to trim the 
trees as well as the invasive aloe on the north side of 
Berwick Park but more can be done. The aloe could be 
trimmed closer to the ground and would not only the 
view be improved but cover for illegal activies such 
as the area being used as a bathroom would be 
eliminated. The model for trimming as used for 
Lover's Point park and how it is opened up would be 
a good one. Overall, kudos to the Public Works 
department! [+2] 

32. The water tower area here should be converted into 
public parking and combined with the parking lot 
and bathroom facility at Crespi Pond to employ 
underutilized land and provide improved safe 
parking and access to the coastal area. [See photo 
below.] 

 
33. Partner with the NOAA facility near Lighthouse Ave 

and Ocean View Blvd to provide some public parking 
in their lot. This lot is never even half full and our 
federal partners at NOAA should be interested in 
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assisting with this coastal improvement effort. [+1] 
[See photo below.] 

 
34. Considering approaching Asilomar Conference center 

to discuss potential public shared parking, or city-
subsidized parking structure away from the coastal 
viewshed but which can provide parking and 
alleviate the traffic jams on Ocean View Blvd and 
Sunset Drive. This could be grant funded through the 
Feds/State and benefit both the conference center and 
coastal visitors. [‒1] 

35. This commercial parcel is empty and the parking lot 
has been sitting empty for years. Consider 
coordinating with the property owner to rent the 
parking and make it publicly available for coastal 
access until the parcel is filled by a commercial tenant. 

36. Engage in marketing to encourage visitors to park in 
structures in the Cannery Row area and bike to 
Asilomar using the large number of electric and 
conventional bike rentals available in order to reduce 
traffic. 

37. Restore the pink carpet to it's beauty in the 1980's. 
 Yes, need to keep the pink carpet . It is beautiful 

and is specific to PG 
38. The walking trail kinda disappears here for a short 

stretch - folks end up walking on the street.  Would be 
nice to have a seawall here to stop erosion and make 
space for the trail to continue so people don't step out 
onto the street. [+1] 

39. All along this section of the road, people park on the 
bike trail.  Need more signs prohibiting parking on 
the bike trail.  I ride my bike here every day, and it's 
dangerous when cars park on and block the bike trail.  
More signs, and perhaps enforcement would help.  If 
the police  gave a few tickets, word would spread and 
people would hopefully stop parking in the bike lane. 

40. Develop an integrated shoreline interpretive plan all 
agencies with signage authority buy into, then do a 
consistent look. Consider using the aquarium's 
exhibits interpretive team to do this. 

41. At the aquarium, install a sign that lists the walking 
time to Lover's Point, downtown PG, the museum 
and other PG destinations. (worked extremely well in 
North Carolina city to promote pedestrian traffic 
through town.) 

42. Convert Ocean View to one way with parking on 
inland side. Implement only after traffic engineering 
offers a good solution to potential impacts on 
Asilomar Blvd. of doing so. 
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Appendix 7   | Pinnable map: Places people visit (and why) (10 pinned comments 
plus 14 responses to comments)

1. Point Pinos and the Great Tide Pool are among the 
most diverse and lush intertidal areas in the world. 
Many students and curious people visit but it is not 
well known or recognized by Pacific Grove. It could 
be one of the City's major attractions with some 
promotion, including maps and informational 
materials --- but it also needs to be monitored and 
protected as well. [+9, ‒3] 
 This site is busy and at capacity with tourists all 

tourist season and cannot accommodate any 
additional vehicles or visitors. Efforts to increase 
awareness of this location are likely to result in 
unsustainable overuse of site, illegal and unsafe 
parking and damage to the location. Instead of 
encouraging visitors to come to a handful of sites I 
recommend an approach to make sure tourists are 
distributed along the various coastal sites in order 
to avoid an undue burden on one or more 
locations. 

 Not enough signage there or around the city to 
direct people here. Could pay off to have a small 
educational kiosk with picnic benches near it for 
people to learn about the habitat and have 
volunteers answer questions. [+1] 

 Ricketts (and his co-author Jack Calvin) is 
considered one of the great grandpa's of modern 
marine ecology discpline. We here at the Sitka 
Sound Science Center in Sitka, Alaska feel that 
commemorating his role in the history of scientific 
ideas is important especially today as science has 
become more and more siloed, Ricketts represents 
how big picture and interdiscplinary thinking 
about the natural world leads to new scientific 
concepts. YES! This is a great idea [+1] 

 A well-designed interpretive panel would help 
with both information and protection. It's a 
significant place--for literature, for ecology, for 
history. [+1] 

 I encourage greater knowledge of the Great Tide 
Pool by means of informational material and/or 
special plaque. It is a unique site with a very 
important historical importance for the history of 
understanding intertidal communities. [+1] 

2. The Great Tidepool was Ed Ricketts’ most important 
collecting site.  The data collected here informed 
“Between Pacific Tides,” the first book to organize 
creatures by habitat and association—a classic 
example of modern ecology emphasizing that 
everything is connected to everything.  The Great 

Tidepool is a natural and national treasure and 
should be identified as such.  A noble, distinctive 
monument should be placed here! (Important note: 
Ed Ricketts always spelled “Tidepool” as one word!) 
[+15] [See photo below.] 

 
 This seems like a wonderful idea. Ricketts' 

influence in marine ecology is great, and the Great 
Tidepool was certainly an important source of 
information and inspiration for him. [+1] 

 Great idea. I moved to Seaside two years ago, re-
read "Between Pacific Tides" as a rite of passage, 
but didn't know where the Great Tidepool was. 
[+1] 

 This is a terrific idea! I have always wondered 
where the Great Tide Pool was, and I am sure 
many readers of Steinbeck and Ricketts feel the 
same way. [+1] 

 Hi, I am a long term fan of Ed Ricketts (30 years 
and counting) and have visited the Monterey 
peninsula a few times - but have never been 
totally sure where the Great Tide Pool, which was 
so important to Ed Ricketts and John steinbeck, 
actually was. Having a discrete plaque to tell 
visitors would be great. [+1] 

 I've read about and heard of The Great Tidepool, 
but never knew where it was. Having a 
monument to indicate the location is a great idea! 
[+1] 

 Ed Ricketts made a lasting contribution to ecology 
and conservation.  It is fitting and proper that his 
life-long interest in the tide pools of the Monterey 
Peninsula should be recognized. [+1] 

 I still remember the joy of using “Between Pacific 
Tides” for my degree in Biology. It was an 
incredibly useful tool in learning about the 
wonders of the intertidal. Being able to 
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acknowledge the work and dedication by Ed 
Ricketts at the Great Tidepool would provide a 
great educational opportunity for all who visit its 
shores. And for those of us more familiar with the 
area and history, it would give us much pride to 
see it being recognized for its contribution to 
science and discovery. [+1] 

 I couldn't agree more with this comment. The 
Great Tidepool was immortalized  in Steinbeck's 
"Cannery Row," and in fact was one of Ricketts' 
main collecting sites. The Albert's film "The Great 
Tidepool" builds on that, highlighting Ricketts' 
revolutionary ideas and insights, as well as the life 
in the rocky intertidal -- this huge tidepool in 
particular. A tasteful monument here would be 
very appropriate and highlight a major attraction 
of Pacific Grove. [+1] 

 What a great idea!  Ricketts and his work in the 
intertidal have profoundly influenced generations 
of marine scientists around the world.  P.G. could 
honor his immense contributions to science and 
also its own significant role in marine science and 
protected areas with a monument to Ed and 
marine ecology at the Great Tidepool.  Tourists 

and residents alike would benefit greatly from 
learning about P.G.'s scientific past and how our 
current strong marine protections come from a 
great history! [+2] 

3. Island accessible at low tide should be made 
unavailable to people and dogs. It is a native 
American burial ground and also has nesting seabirds 
of concern (Black Oystercatcher). Too many people 
climb out and disturb the wildlife and many illegally 
take their dogs off leash here. It truly needs to be 
protected. [+3, ‒1] 

4. Asilomar Beach  Popular Surfing Spot for surfers and 
visitors 

5. West of John Denver Rocks - great medium to large 
waves for surfing 

6. East/Outside John Denver Rocks - Great large wave 
surfing 

7. Great Large Wave Break [+1] 
8. Large wave surfing spot 
9. Good spot for small to large wave surfing, boogie 

boarding and body surfing 
10. Berwick Park is a wonderful area to enjoy the 

shoreline. 

 

Appendix 8   | Pinnable map: Other comments (2 pinned comments)

1. additional development for disabled to gain access to 
viewing harbor seals haul out area. elevate platform 
with stairs & ramp? leveled out area to fence for 
wheel chairs? something that allows access. [+1] 

2. I think that roping off the area of the dune where 
small weddings used to be was not necessary as the 
“rehabilitation“ of the dune has left it just a barren 
space anyway. 
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Appendix 9   | Comments from the policy trade-offs exercise at the project 
open house (96 comments) 

1. Do something about the parking on the ocean side of Ocean View Boulevard. 
a) Move it landside, to reduce the aesthetic and water-quality impacts. 
b) It’s fine as it is. Moving it inland will force people to cross the road to reach the shoreline. 
c) Parking is an essential public-access amenity. We need more of it. 
d) Parking is a necessary evil. Provide as little as possible and re-surface it in an environmentally sustainable 

way. 

Comments 
 Erosion of the parking on the ocean side is inevitable, so take proactive action now by moving it to the land 

side of Ocean View Blvd. 
 The parking is fine, and not causing any problems. 
 We need to know the projected impacts of climate change to address this question. 
 The large vehicles that park along Ocean View are dangerous and should be moved inland. 
 If parking were moved to the land side, it would be impossible to have people cross Ocean View, and we 

would be creating a dangerous situation for pedestrians. 
 We need better parking, not more of it.  Where could we put more parking? 
 What will the parking usage be in 20 years?  We need to plan for that, not current usage levels. 
 We need an automated shuttle to move the parking away from the shore while still providing access for 

people to enjoy it. 
 Move the parking away from the views. 
 Be creative (shuttles, parking further inland). 
 Slow down the traffic to 15 mph; add stop signs. 
 Add centralized parking in town with a map to a walking trail and encourage people to walk. 
 If parking is moved to the landside, there need to be safe crossings and trail improvements to go with that. 
 Can you restrict parking for larger vehicles, such as RV’s? That would help alleviate shore erosion and 

more immediately solve the issue. 

2. Develop an interpretive strategy (signage, app, website, public art) for the shoreline. 
a) Yes, this is an opportunity to educate the public, especially visitors, about what makes our shoreline 

unique. 
b) No, this will make more people encroach and trespass, causing more disruption to wildlife and natural 

habitats. 
c) Yes, the shoreline is P.G.’s main economic driver; this is a way to further develop it in a positive, 

sustainable way. 
d) No, the shoreline is already too crowded; we don’t need to attract more visitors. 

Comments 
 Some in the community have proposed a monument at the Great Tidepool to honor Ed Ricketts. Please 

incorporate that into the plan. 
 We should incorporate anything related to the shoreline into an overall project to promote Pacific Grove to 

visitors. 
 Too many interpretive panels, etc. could have a negative impact on the local beauty of the area. 
 Don’t ruin the view with too much signage. Quit while we’re ahead. 
 A phone app is a good idea. 
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 Use technology to minimize visual clutter of signs and memorial benches. 
 Should develop an interpretive strategy while maintaining plenty of natural shoreline beauty. 
 I support an interpretive strategy to educate the public about our unique shoreline, but want it done in a 

limited fashion. 
 Would like to see volunteers used to protect the shoreline. Also, more signs about why you should not feed 

the wildlife. 
 I don’t support public art as part of this idea. 
 An interpretive strategy should be folded into a city-wide project; it should not be a standalone plan just for 

the shoreline. 
 We should have an app for all of Pacific Grove’s assets. 

3. Make Ocean View Boulevard west of Esplanade Park one-way. 
a) Yes, erosion makes this inevitable. Instead, put in a multi-use trail and restore the space to a more natural 

state. 
b) No, this will be a big inconvenience for homeowners and visitors. 
c) Yes. But why only from Esplanade Park and not further back? 
d) I’ve thought about this a lot and have some specific ideas about how this would work. 
e) Hmm, I’m ambivalent. I can see both pros and cons. 

Comments 
 There is a walk/run trail along Ocean View Blvd., and making the street one-way would expand the 

possibilities for pedestrian access further. But what street would carry traffic in the other direction? 
 There would be impacts to those looking to park along the shoreline who are coming from the opposite 

direction of the one-way traffic. 
 Why would we let the shoreline erode if it’s such an asset? 
 In Carmel where they turned a street into a one-way, there is now a lot of pedestrian traffic in the road. If 

we did this we should add a dedicated walking path to ensure that pedestrians aren’t walking in traffic. 
 Asilomar would naturally become the reverse corridor, and it wasn’t built for that. This would negatively 

impact Asilomar residents. 
 Start at Asilomar Avenue to the Lighthouse Avenue extension, because you can return along Asilomar. 
 I don’t support this because the return will be along Asilomar. 
 What street do you propose to go the other direction? 
 How about a weekend day shutdown of Ocean View Blvd., on Sunday mornings, or something similar? 
 We should evaluate how Carmel did it. 
 I would support the one-way proposal provided it will retard erosion. 

4. A member of the audience poses a question, proposes a policy or states a position for discussion. 
Will the Magic Carpet be maintained or replaced by native plants? 

Comments 
 Magic carpet is part of the appeal and should be maintained. 
 Some native plants are very destructive. 
 Could diversify the area and have some native plants incorporated into distinct areas. 
 Ice plant is recommended for erosion control. 
 Installing native plants by the golf course was very expensive. 
 We need to understand what “native” means. Some historical images show the area without any 

vegetation. 
 Keep and rehabilitate the purple carpet at Perkins Park. 
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 Magic Carpet should stay. 
 Native plants, but keep magic carpet. 
 Keep it. 
 Maintain and improve the magic carpet. Ice plant is OK too for erosion control. Incorporate native plants 

into smaller pockets. 

5. One of the most important questions is what to do about the shoreline riprap and seawalls. 
a) Remove it all: it’s expensive, has negative environmental impacts and eventually fails. Keep the shoreline 

as natural as possible. 
b) Continue to armor the shoreline to protect infrastructure, public access and private property. 
c) It’s not either/or. Armoring is essential in some places; in others, it can be removed and infrastructure 

relocated inland. 
d) Keep the armoring where necessary but make it visually appealing and consistent and also functional (for 

example, by integrating stairs into it). 
e) I’m ambivalent; I can see both sides of the argument. 

Comments 
 We need to focus on environmental preservation. Let nature run its course for the sake of wildlife. 
 How expensive is it to maintain? 
 Santa Cruz has a lot of armoring, but there is almost none in Pebble Beach. Our problem is that we added 

infrastructure on top of the dirt that was used as fill near the shoreline. The dirt may erode, but the 
underlying geology is solid. 

 One third of the Southern California coast is armored; armoring is a fact of our existence. Any decisions 
need to be put in the context of the cost, impact to infrastructure, etc. 

 The National Park Service uses armoring. The coast is of a similar value to the National Parks and should 
be treated the same way. 

 Armoring should be done strategically, don’t add more. 
 We shouldn’t armor more of the coast, but we don’t need to spend money removing what’s already there. 
 Out at Pt. Pinos, the parking is built on top of fill. That fill is causing silting of the tide pools. That’s an area 

where the armoring should be removed to protect wildlife in the tide pools. 
 I support deferring to the advice of coastal scientists on this issue. 
 I support keeping the armoring where necessary but don’t want to use riprap. 
 Leave the rock walls which may need reinforcement but don’t add to it. Preserve natural shoreline habitat, 

possibly remove riprap (though expensive). 
 Rip rap will never win against the ocean. It’s a Sisyphean task. 
 The man who said 1/3 of the country uses armoring is correct, and that’s why communities all over are 

having these meetings to figure out what to do with the failing armoring. Again, can’t beat the ocean. We 
would serve the city better by realizing that and coming to terms with it. 

6. The shoreline needs a continuous walking trail and bikeway. 
a) Start by fixing user conflicts on the trail between Hopkins and Lovers Point. 
b) The main hotspot is at Lovers Point Beach, where the trail disappears and cyclists are dumped into the 

street. 
c) The real issue is beyond Lovers Point; the solution is to make Ocean View Blvd. one way and put in a 

multi-use trail instead. 
d) Put in bike lanes on Ocean View Blvd. but separate the walking trails completely from traffic. 
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Comments 
 The gap starting at Lovers Point Beach isn’t big, but it is dangerous. 
 There are two types of bicyclists: pros and tourists. Tourists are ready to turn around at Lovers Point. The 

bikes that do continue along after that point are a problem in traffic. Also, cars park in the bike lane. 
 Would like to see the continuation of a recreational trail system throughout Pacific Grove. 
 When the city has had to close the parking areas due to unsafe conditions, drivers park in the bike lane. 
 If the bike trail needs to be extended, we should look at using the old railway line that is still available. 
 Leave it alone. 
 This is an artificial idea that doesn’t mention the urban and physical geography of our coastal area between 

Lovers Point and Pebble Beach. 
 At Lovers Point Beach the bikes ignore cars and the road is too narrow and dangerous. 
 Get rid of the plants and animals that are destroying the trail. 
 Slow the traffic at Lovers Point west maybe from the aquarium. 
 Extend walking and biking trails to Asilomar. 
 Use old rail lines for bike trail. 

7. What’s going to happen long-term to the waterfront homes along Ocean View Blvd.? 
a) Raise money somehow to buy owners out gradually and turn the area into parkland. 
b) Continue to maintain and re-build seawalls in order to protect the homes. 
c) Don’t do anything; let nature take its course. 
d) This is a tough one; let’s put the discussion off for now… 

Comments 
 How will the city make up for the loss of tax revenue if these houses go away? 
 Many coastal communities are elevating houses. 
 We need a specific plan to address how we will rebuild along these areas in the event of natural disasters 

impacting these homes. 
 Need more information on why this is a city concern. Specifically, how: environmental, infrastructure, tax? 
 These homes pay very high property taxes that benefit the city. 
 Maintain tax income for the city. 
 At Coral and Ocean View, rebuild perhaps on elevated piers. 
 Studies show that the cost to build seawalls and maintain them is more expensive than eminent domain. 

8. A member of the audience poses a question, proposes a policy or states a position for discussion. 
This question was skipped due to time constraints. 

9. We really need to do something about that sewage pump station near Coral Street. 
(Pump stations push sewage along pipes from a lower to a higher elevation.) 

a) Move it inland, perhaps to Esplanade Park. 
b) Leave it where it is and build a protective wall around it. 
c) Expand the other pump stations along the shoreline and re-route the wastewater. 
d) Wait—I have another idea! 

Comments 
 Move the pump to the last tee at the golf course. 
 The pumps will be fine, we should just focus on moving the electronic controls. 
 We need to do something about the impact of the odor from this pump. 
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 Move the electronic controls only. 
 Expand other pump stations and eliminate this one because it smells bad. 
 Do a cost-effectiveness analysis to determine the best course of action. 

10. Fewer coastal-access restrictions or more restrictions to protect wildlife? 
a) The more restrictions, the better: fencing, roping, screens, signage, designated access points, etc. 
b) Current restrictions are heavy-handed; they turn visitors off instead of engaging them. 
c) Current restrictions are not excessive; they’re just not well-designed. We need to be more creative. 
d) The current situation strikes the right balance. 

Comments 
 Don’t get rid of the fences that are there to protect nesting areas. 
 Bring the weasels back, keep the dogs out of the park. 
 We have had encroachment by people during breeding seasons. Need to focus on ways to address that. 
 With population growth, we may need to restrict access to the tide pools. 
 Add viewing platforms for people to enjoy the natural areas from a distance. 
 Leave the fencing at Hopkins, but maybe a better design. 
 Need seasonal protections for nesting birds and for overly impacted tide pool areas. 
 Allow “windows” in Hopkins beach fence and raised viewing platforms for easy photo taking. 
 Would like more interpretive signs along the coast. 
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Appendix 10   | Comments submitted through the project website 
(14 comments) 

1. I am concerned that some shoreline areas may not be 
within the scope of this project. Please clarify if this 
project includes all of Pacific Grove's waterfrontage. 
Not just Lover's Point to Perkins Park, but all of the 
shoreline from Carmel to Monterey. 

2. Please don’t ruin it like they’re ruining downtown. 
Please. 

3. I am a retired marine biology very familiar with the 
intertidal plants and animals of Pacific Grove. I would 
be glad to help in any way that I can. Pacific Grove 
has one of the most diverse and luxuriant intertidal 
biota of any place in the world. 

4. I wanted to be sure you have seen the case study of 
Pacific Grove in the "CALIFORNIA COASTAL 
COMMISSION STATEWIDE SEA LEVEL RISE 
VULNERABILITY SYNTHESIS”, dated December 31, 
2016. The document has never made it onto PG’s LCP 
webpage as far as I can see. In the 152-page 
document, the PG case study is in Appendix B on 
pages 116-124 of the pdf (although it’s not numbered 
that way on the document). My experience as a 
member of the public participating in the LCP process 
from the beginning, and learning along the way, is 
that the City is still building and planning trails, such 
as the Great Tidepool Trail, below the 20’ elevation 
and in the wave run-up zone. In the case of the Great 
Tidepool Trail, the expensive boardwalk section 
(handicapped access) could have been built at the 
higher end of the trail, without significant slope from 
the parking area due to the slope of the road, which 
provides the best views (360º). I hope the Shoreline 
Management Plan will be able to provide some very 
clearly defined priorities and approaches to guide the 
City and protect our natural shoreline. There is a 
conflict between the City’s priority of maintaining the 
coastal trail right on the edge, disregarding 
topographical, geological, and marine conditions, and 
the priority of many members of the community 
(including most of those who attended the City’s SLR 
workshop in November 2015) of maintaining the 
natural living shoreline. I hope you’re aware of Pacific 
Grove's ethic of environmental stewardship 
continuing from Julia Platt up to the present. PG has a 
truly inspiring community of volunteers on the coast. 

5. Thanks for all the protection, we need things simple 
and clean! 

6. Esplanade park should remain undisturbed with the 
native cypress trees. The sewer treatment plant 
should not invade the Esplanade park. For Re location 
of the plant consider the a space near the public 

works area and public restrooms located near the golf 
course and pond area on Ocean View. This area 
would not impact current residential property also. 

7. It is not "our" shoreline. That shoreline is everyone's 
shoreline. I believe there are folks here who do think 
it's "theirs" when it belongs to the people of 
California. We are just stewards of the shoreline, not 
the owners. 

8. I understand the complex tradeoffs between Perkins 
Park and Armoring, vs the Coastal Commission and 
native species. I, however, believe that Perkins Park 
has been an iconic part of PG for over 70 years, and 
maintaining it and the Magic Carpet is essential to 
PG's tourism economy and it's place as a national 
treasure. We should fight to maintain it. Second, as a 
resident of the coast, I think the idea of making Ocean 
View Ave a 1-way street is a huge hardship to those 
of us who live there and would create absolutely no 
benefit. 

9. #1 - Why would you even think of getting rid of the 
gorgeous pink blanket ice plant that runs along our 
famous Pacific Grove shore in Perkins Park.  We beg 
you to keep this spectacular Spring Beauty that is 
symbolic of Pacific Grove!!!  Save the beauty that 
Hayes Perkins brought to Pacific Grove!  If native 
plants is what people want to see, send them around 
the corner to Asilomar! #2 - Another concern is the 
amount of runners along the narrow walking path 
along Ocean View Blvd.  They come up on us walkers 
with little concern of brushing past at lightening 
speeds on narrow, often steep, paths.  Runners seem 
to pose more danger than bicyclists.  Therefore, we 
would like to see a combined bike/runners path on 
the street.  Also, it would be nice to see the walking 
path enforced where it is washing away. We vote to 
keep our current beautiful Pacific Grove magic carpet! 

10. I am concerned that I am hearing of the City of Pacific 
Grove attempting to change zoning for the Monarch 
Pines Mobile Home Park.   I am told that the City 
would like to create an "open space" along the former 
railroad tracks from Lovers Point to Asilomar Beach.  
This would be an infringement to Monarch Pines , 
which is privately owned.  Also , it would be 
disruptive to the grounds of the golf course. Can you 
elaborate on this issue? 

11. I wanted to thank you for having the Open House on 
a Saturday and having children's activities available. 
That is very much appreciated (especially from this 
busy mom)! 
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12. I took the survey but feel you should know that some 
nonresidents may not live here full time but own 
property. We own the house where my husband lived 
for many years and we feel closely tied to this area. 
We love the small town feel and the shoreline where 
we walk and enjoy the wildlife viewing. Let people 
discover this area, but don’t draw too much attention 
to it! 

13. I have been following the Shoreline Improvement 
Plan for a while now. I did the survey and I went to 
the important community meeting on Feb. 2. My 
question is: Is this plan only starting at Coral and 
going west as the Herald newspaper stated 
yesterday? How about the path that is eroding away 
in the easterly direction from Coral. There are many 
parts that have been falling away just a couple of 
blocks from Coral. And the latest area even further 
east has been roped off for a couple of weeks now. I 
just hope that this area is going to be remediated 
also!!! 

14. I and my wife drive out frequently to Pacific Grove to 
walk on Perkins Park trails.  Last June-July time frame 
we noticed that someone had started working on the 
badly draught damaged park and started rebuilding 
the park grounds. We vividly remember when 
grounds of park used to blossom with flowers and it 
was an attraction for us to start planning our days to 
visit the park and enjoy the trails. About two weeks 
back during our visit we noticed the landscaper was 
working hard planting ground cover and some of the 
lilies. Also some of the plants which have survived 
the draught had started their blossom. To us to see 
that finally someone in the city of Pacific Grove has 

started looking after the Perkins Garden was quite 
heartening.  So we talk to the worker who was doing 
his planting.  During the talk with him first time we 
learned the history of the Perkins Park and his 
intention to bring back the glory of the park ground.  
We hope you and the city of Pacific Grove will 
support him and other volunteers to help bring back 
the beauty of Perkins Park and restore the pride of 
Pacific Gove. He also answered our questions and 
gave the names of blossoming plants. We learn lot 
from his knowledge about groundcovers and how to 
use grass to retain moistures in the ground. FYI 
during the our talk we had shared our knowledge of 
how in Andes mountains and other “Foggy Climate” 
regions of the world people are using special fabric 
irrigation.  Hoping that such method may be possible 
to use for Perkins Park draught free and make his and 
others efforts survive long time to keep Perkins Park 
beautiful.  For your info I have down loaded web 
pages to explore for your volunteers to consider.  
These are: 
https://www.oas.org/dsd/publications/unit/oea59e/ch
12.htm 
https://inhabitat.com/mit-develops-advanced-fog-
harvesting-material-that-pulls-5x-more-water-from-
thin-air/ 
http://www.climatetechwiki.org/content/fog-
harvesting 
Google search: collecting water from fog 
With this letter my main interest is to encourage you 
and your organization to support him and other 
volunteers who have made significant progress in last 
six months to restore the beauty of Perkins Park.

 


